ABSTRACT

HA-1546

MASON-DIXON LINE: MILESTCNE NO. 31(33) 1766 (reset 1902)
Graceton, Maryland vicinity

Public/private

Milestone No. 31(33) marks Mason and Dixon's 3lst horizontal mile west of the
initial stone at the northeast corner of Maryland, the beginning point of their
230,228-mile West Line, the longest of their survey lines run and marked to define
the boundary between the English provinces of taryland and Pennsylvania. The
monument, first set in 1766, is an embellished, oolitic limestone post with a low
pyramidal top, quarried and carved in England, originally measu%28%}12” square

by about 4:' in length, cut to stand about 3' above ground. Reset in 1902 to
stand about 1J2' high, during the course of the 1900-03 Resurvey of the Maryland-
Pennsylvania boundary, it remains in fair condition, unaltered but badly chipped
on the northeast and northwest corners, with much of the east and west faces gone.
The capital letter P on the north (Pennsylvania) side is distinct but chipped;

the letter !l on the south (Maryland) side is clear and intact, and with patches
of fluting and margins remaining. There are chips along all edges and the top
corners, znd noticeable weathering of the top planes. The significance of this
monument federally and on the state level is primarily as one of the series of
135 original monuments still standing along the West Line, commonly known as the
Mason-Dixon Line since Civil War times, and as a reminder of this survey's impact
a century earlier. Locally, it is significant as one of 17 original monuments
marking the present Harford/York county boundary, amongst the few and diminishing
number of objects and structures still visually identifiable with our colonial

and Civil War heritage.
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST sagl So.

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

iNAME BOUNDARY MARKERS ALONG THZ MiSON-DIXON LINE (THEMATIC GROUP)
HISTORIC (Mason and Dixon's) WJest Line, 3lst Mile Stone

AND/OR COMMON
Mason-Dixon Line: Milestone No. 31 {1900-03 Resurvey lonument No. 33)

ELOCATION (not for publication)
streeTa numeer  of £ south side of Line Road (PA LR-66068)

CTY TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Graceton L vy or MD: 1 / Pa: 19
STATE COUNTY
Maryland MD: Harford / PA: York
[l CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS N/A PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT X pusLic __OCCUPIED __AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
__BUILDING(S) __PRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
_STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL  _ PRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUIS&? N ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT _ RELIGIQUS
X oBJECT __INPROCESS X YES: RESTRICTED —_GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
_NO __MILITARY state

X‘bogaﬁldarv marker
nOWNER OF PROPERTY (monument only; see Thematic Group NR nomination form)

name State of Maryland/Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Telephone #:

STREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN . STATE, z1p code
VICINITY OF

OCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION )N/A

‘see surrounding property ownership list Liber #:

COURTHOUSE. FOliO # s
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC.

———

STREET & NUMBER

CITY. TOWN STATE

EIREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS (a1so see Thema

TTLE  Harford County Historic Sites Inventory

OATE HA-1546 entered 2/25/80

DEPOSITORY FOR ] . .
SURVEY RECORDS Maryland Historical Trust

__FEDERAL &_STATE _COUNTY _LOCAL

CITY. TOWN ] STATE
Annapclis Maryland
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED X UNALTERED X _ORIGINAL SITE
__GooD __RUINS __ALTERED __MOVED DATE
XFAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Milestone Ho. 31(33) marks iason and Dixon's 31st horizontal mile west of
the initial stone at the northeast corner of Maryland, the betinning voint of
their 230.228- mile West Line. It is an original milestone of 1766, in fair
condition, unaltered, at an original site where it was reset in 1902 at the

time of the 1900-03 Resurvey of the Haryland-Pennsylvania boundary.

The area here is rolling, open farmland, with occasional patches of
in d . county's zlection Distric 3 County! ch™
woods,often border%ﬁg %;ggg?tyoﬁfngs? %ﬁe s5te 18 in Ehg’m{8§§e oF aJc31¥§$a ed

field, about 2 mile east of the cluster of houses couprising Graceton, Maryland;

Jottom Twp.,

about 2 miles west of Delta, rennsylvania; about 800' south of Line Rozd

(PA LR-66068); about 500' southwest of the Steve Balach's new house. Itcannot
be seen from the road, but easily from the Balach house when vegetaticn is
dormant.

The milestone, guarried and carved in England, is an embellished oolitic
limestogétgog Ogrgg{ﬁgifﬁlmggguring about 12" square by about 4%' in lengt!
and cut to stand about 3' above ground. Reset more firmly in 1902 to stand
about 1):' high, it has gradually been filled around to stand only about 9"
high, and has been badly chipped, particularly on the(i8¥¥ﬁyézﬁg%aghere the
cazpital P is clear but nicked and the face misshapen from chunks out of the

northeast and northwest top corners almost to the ground. lMost of the east

W

nd west faces are gone; but the south side facing Maryland is fairly intact,
with the capital letter M and its circle panel clear, and bits of fluting and
margins remaining. The top planes are still discernible but badly weatherworn,
with a pit in the apex. There are small chips along all edges and the top
corners. It has been unnrotected from farm machinery for many years, but

the Balachs have been leaving it in an isiand of uncultivated grass, hoving

to preserve it,

(see Thematic Group ational Register nomination form for descrintions of thae
original Mason and Dixon monuments and the 1900-03 Resurvey method of resetting
them)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



K} SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
_PREHISTORIC  __ARCHEULOGY-PREHISTORIC  __COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  __RELIGION
__1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION _LAW __SCIENCE
—.1500-1599 _AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
__1600-1699 __ARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION __MILITARY __SOCIALHUMANITARIAN
X1700-1799 _ART __ENGINEERING __MUSIC __THEATER
_X1 800-1899 . COMMERCE X_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT PHILOSOPHY __TRANSPORTATION
—1900- —COMMUNICATIONS _—INDUSTRY __POLITICS/GOVERNMENT < OTHER (SPECIFY) X
__INVENTION boundary surveying
SPECIFIC DATES 1766 (reset 19C2) mm§g§§%§§%§ﬁﬁk Charles HMason & Jeremiah Dixon

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Milestone No. 31(33%) is an original milestone of 1766, reset at its
original site in 1902. It is significant on the federal and state levels
primarily as cne of a series of 135 original llason and Dixon monuments still
standing along their dWest Line, commonly krnown since Civil %ar times as the
Mason-Dixon Line, notable for its historical impact and innovative boundary
survey metheds. Locally, it 1s significant as one of 17 original monuments
marking the present Harford/York county boundary, and among the diminishing
number of objects and structures with a visually identifiable relationship

tc our colonial and Civil War heritage.

HISTCRY 4ND SUPPORT (see Thematic Group Hational Register nomination form)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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SAMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

(see Thematic Group National Register nomination form)

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

[JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __less than one acre

uadrangle name: Delta (USG3 7.5 minute series, HMaryland-Fennsylvania)
scale 1:24000

UTM reference: zone 18, easting 38229, northing 439750
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION N/A

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

sTaATe  Maryland COUNTY Harford
STATE Pennsylvania COUNTY York
ES1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME/TITLE  pal1ice Martin (volunteer, Mason-Dixon Line boundary marker surveyor)
ORGANIZATION DATE (site surveyed by
liaryland Historical Trust/Maryland Geological Survey 2/14/80  jyoanp Ewing)
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
14208 lount Aivenue 301/472-2128
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Phoenix Maryland 21131

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

PS- 1108
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